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MONTHLY NEWSLETTER | EUTHERAN CHURC

FROM THE P& SHDBIR

Dear Friends,

| want to thank you for the generous gifts you shared with me and my family for Christmas. Wi
thoughtfulness.

This has been a very busy fall at Holy Cross. We have hosted some really special events for
and our community that people have really

Trunk or Treat, a ronaift fair and cookie exchange, the Silver Sage Thanksgiving Dinner, our Live
Christmas Caroling, plus Oktoberfest, a spaghetti dinner, Advent Tea and plenty of time for fe

and service projects for the community. | appreciate all that you have done and all that you do tc
special place to grow in faith.

Real i zing how much wedve accomplished this
I want to invite you al/|l to take a fiJanua
worship and Bible studies, quilting and knitting, Godly Play and youth group, though some thir
little | ater i n the mont h, but wedre not a
and renew.

When God created the world, God knew the importance of resting. God knew it was so impo
became a commandment to honor the sabbath day and keep it holy. After the feeding of t
withdrew to a quiet place to rest. When we are weary and heavy laden, Jesus says come to n
you rest. Taking a rest is Biblical. Pl ease€
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| will do some, too, but | also am looking forward to using the time to do some planning for the
is a parent meeting scheduled for youth and parents on Sunday, January 12 after the 10:30 <
love to have everyone there to-rthaoll brainstorm for a new year.

Again, thank you for everything you do. Thank you for the ministry you offer and the gifts you s
bl essing to one another and to the | arger

Love,
Pastor Kathy

A N T e =

Confirmation Class will resume on Tuesday, January 21 at 4:30pm.

Youth and Parent Meeting will January 12 after the 10:30 service. We have a few things to
some plans to make, so please come and join us to share your input and reflections.

The youth group is heading to Coconut Bowl on Sunday, January 26 after the 10:30 service.
Pastor Kathy or on the-smgsheet in the narthex.

|l f you have any questions about youth act.

The Chosen Viewing & Discus

The Chosen Viewing and Discussion will resume on Tuesday night, January 21 at 6:15pm.
watching Season 4 and have discussion after each episode. Come and join us!
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Wednesday Bible Study resuming Januaift8r Abraham was supposed to offer his son Isaac
sacrifice (but God provided a lamb), Abraham came down from the mountain but Isaac didn
happened to Isaac? Come join us for a spessbr? look at this stomhat happened before, during
and after this significant event? This isaanteifed unit within the regular Wednesday Bible Study,
free to join us for just this one topic if you'd like to give us a try. Then we proceed into the boo
part of our regular study as the Israelites are done with the desert, Moses has died, and Jost
into the Promised Land. Contact Beckyd@®U@353 orbeckyb485@gmail.cdar more details.

Zoom information to join remotehytps://us02web.zoom.us/j/89633009098"
pwd=dUVaYVZaQ2hwUExQRVY5elBXbHMe=iing ID: 896 3300 90sscode: 050344.

The Monday Zoom Bible Stwdy t h Past or Kathy will r esume

looking at the lessons for the upcoming Sunday. Follow the limkpto/jeiooush.zoom.us/j/8513180561
pwd=i0m8UFDUOHCYyhDIGHVHBRhWOrKBT2a.1
Meeting ID: 851 3180 5610

Passcode: 235170



mailto:beckyb485@gmail.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89633009098?pwd=dUVaYVZaQ2hwUExQRVY5elBXbHJ4dz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89633009098?pwd=dUVaYVZaQ2hwUExQRVY5elBXbHJ4dz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85131805610?pwd=i0m8UFDU0HCyhDIGHvHBRhW0rKBT2a.1
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85131805610?pwd=i0m8UFDU0HCyhDIGHvHBRhW0rKBT2a.1

A faith and life retreat on
Believing the Bible:
Inhabiting Its Stories, Trusting God’s Promises

January 11th, 1T0am-3pm, $25 suggested (lunch provided)
Faith Lutheran Church, Reno, NV with Dr. Fred Niedner

Please Register: https://faithlutheranreno.org/faith-life-retreat-2025/

Some “Bible believers” insist that authentic biblical faith includes affirming that
the universe is but 6,000 years old, that you could have recorded the serpent
talking to Eve in the Garden of Eden had iPhones existed then, and that a guy
named Jonah once survived a three-day sojourn (during which he wrote poetry)
inside the belly of a great fish. Whether such things “really happened” matters
little for how we live. What really matters is whether we recognize the times
when we are living in those same stories and the serpent is tempting us, or we
are wandering in the wilderness subsisting on manna, or we have landed in a
graveyard where broken souls live in the tombs and howl!l at the moon, or we’re
hanging nailed between heaven and earth, only to turn and see Aim, “the King of
the Jews,” on the next cross over.

Session Outlines
70am Session 1 — Believing vs Trusting, Inhabiting, & Engaging

What does it mean to “believe the Bible?” Questions about the Bible’s origins,
authorship, reputed inerrancy, historicity, and textual integrity often dominate
discussions about the church’s and individuals’ relationship to the Scriptures and
their contents. Ultimately, it matters less what we claim about the Bible than what
the Bible says about humankind as a whole and each of us in particular as it
diagnoses our circumstances, behaviors, and assorted maladies and offers a
promising prognosis regarding what could become of us.

17am Session 2— Accepting the Invitation to Inhabit the Scriptures
The Bible, beginning with the story of creation, offers readers/hearers a place and
an identity in a universe of the biblical narrative’s own construction where we can
see, examine, revise, and exchange the stories we tell about ourselves and
others. We shall listen in on (and see ourselves in) the couple in the garden, Cain
and Abel , Jonah, and two lost sons of a waiting father.

Lunch 12-12:45pm, discussion, gathering of questions/responses

12:45pm Session 3 — Swapping Stories with Jesus
The New Testament gospels invite us to believe that Jesus’ story is our story, and
our story is Jesus’ story. The passion narratives of Mark and Luke, for example,
meaningfully script our lives no matter where or in what circumstances we find
ourselves.

1:45pm Session 4 — Hearing, Trusting, Wrestling with God
Even when we believe in God and accept God’s “word,” we can find ourselves at
odds with God. Then we must have it out with God. Several stories show us how:
Genesis 18:22-32 (Abraham dickers with God); Genesis 32:22-32 (Jacob wrestles
with the night stranger); Exodus 32 (Moses confronts God, God repents); Mark
7:24-30/Matthew 15:21-28 (Jesus gets nailed and hung up between God’s law
and a mother’s tenacious love).

Fred Niedner is Senior Research Professor of
Theology at Valparaiso University, where he
taught biblical studies and Hebrew language
from 1973 to 2014. While an active faculty
member he also served in several
administrative roles and preached regularly in
Valpo’s Chapel of the Resurrection. He has
published many scholarly articles, mostly on
biblical topics, and for 25 years he wrote a bi-
weekly op-ed column for northwest Indiana
editions of the Chicago Tribune. Fred currently
teaches in a variety of ecclesial settings but
does not give grades, and he writes frequently
for publications that serve the ministry of
preaching.
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Dear Holy Cross Family,
Happy New Year!! | am so thankful to be on this faith journey with my Holy Cross Family as we

December was a very busy month! We had our annual Live Nativity that touches so many neig
one story that | would like to share from that special weekend. A family came in early from the |
Saturday night because it was so cold. The little one, just 3 years old, looked sad. This one ap
to dress up and be outside. As they came in, | asked the family if they wanted their child
character. This was met with delight. I a
discussion, a shepherd it was. | was able to dress this little one up in our smallest sheph
complete with the perfect sized staff. Pictures were taken of the smiling, little shepherd in fro
scene, then the shepherd was off to compl
snowflake with two big stickers on it. One of course had to be Santa. During this time, Dad sto
hallway and asked if he could tell me something. You see this family lost a baby this year. The
been very sad. Dad told me that this was the happiest their child had been in a long time. Dac
thank you!! | just about lost it and had to smile through some tears. We at Holy Cross help
shepherd and family find their Christmas Joy! Thank you to all the people who worked at this e
crafts, or food. Your work means a lot to our neighbors.

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!
Katie Torry

February 2,2025
Council President

ANNUAL MEETING

IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE
9:30 AM SERVICE

Annual Congregational Meet i
Please mark your calendars for February 2, immediately following the 9:30 am service. It's im
that there will be only one service on this date. To ensure a smego#paretvgethering, we kindl:
request all committee and group leaders to submit their annual reports by January 22nd
contributions will play a crucial role in facilitating the preparation of the comprehensive annual r
the accomplishments and milestones of the past year. We look forward to your active partic
Important congregatiode event.



Semor Lunch Potluck
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SHARED HARVEST

ASSEMBLY DATES & LOCATIONS
1pm
January 26 St. Luke's—-Reno
February 23 St. Luke’s—Reno
March 23 Good Shepherd-Reno
April 17 Good Shepherd--Reno
May 18 (3 rd Sunday) Lord of Mercy—-Sparks
June 22 Lord of Mercy--Sparks
July 27 Holy Cross-—-Reno
August 24 Holy Cross-—Reno
September 28 Our Savior—Sparks
October 26 Our Savior—Sparks
November 23 Faith—Reno
December 21 (3rd Sunday) Faith—Reno

b@idwwk Ccmmun%;

1ST WEDNESDAY
OF THE MONTH N
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It is a small intimate

\\.0 2 gathering that lasts

A\

about 10 minutes




Musi c Program

Wow! The Christmas Eve gala at 4pm was spectacular! Our choir outdid themselves, and we we
singers and instrumentalists from UNR. If you were there in person, you were surrounded by the
emotion of the service.

So many people to thank:

Thanks to our choir for all their hard work in preparation for this special event.

Thanks to the kids who jingled their bells with enthusiasm during the final "Joy to the World" and
Thanks to Brittney and Becky for organizing and leading us in song.

Thanks to Natalie for providing the wonderful feast for our musicians as well as provide outreaclt
musicians who filled up thgio ttoxes and moved on to other gigs that evening.

Thanks to Michael and Brittney for the beautiful service of reflection and communion at 630pm.
Thanks to the congregation for your super support of our music program.

And thanks to Pastor Kathy who gives us inspiration to us all through her dedication and service
congregation, with so many creative ideas to inspire us in our worship.

If you were not able to join us in person, the 4pm service is uploaded to our youtube channel:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9JwMOurBfb4

ose Kni't Pt

Our sincere appreciation for the congregations' support to Close Knit Friends' blanket and ja
December. Twenty jackets angtigintyblankets (hand knitted/crochet, gently used or new) were @
the Women and Children's Center of the Sierra before Thanksgiving. The 2024 Year End su
the Fellowship Hall. We were able to deliver close to 1500 items to several local organ
individuals and families in need. Close Knit Friends will begin gathering at the church on t
Mondays of the month starting Monday, January 13 at 1pm. Knitters and crocheters of a
welcome to attend. We make hats, scarves, blankets, and shawls for AWAKEN, Marvel Way
Empowerment Center, Women Veterans Program at the VA, Ronald McDonald House, Wom
Center of the Sierra, Renown Hospital NeoNatal Unit (Octopus for Preemies), and Domestic
Center. For more information contact Peggy Whitre3281285Donations of washable yarn and
are welcome.


https://youtu.be/9JwMOurBfb4
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Thank you to all who joined us for caroling this
was a smaller, but mighty group. We sang
different areas at Volante Assisted Senior Livin
Silver Sage Senior Living. Many people sang al
we even had one resident from Silver Sage
caroling group. We enjoyed a pizza dinner bet
two venues and ended the evening with yumm
at Silver Sage. Please join us next year for carg
A special thank you to Eric Gieseke who acco
us on guitar.




