
FROM THE PASTORôS PEN 

Dear Friends, 

I want to thank you for the generous gifts you shared with me and my family for Christmas. We appreciate your 

thoughtfulness. 

This has been a very busy fall at Holy Cross. We have hosted some really special events for our congregation 

and our community that people have really enjoyed. Over the last few months, weôve had a Rummage Sale, 

Trunk or Treat, a mini-craft fair and cookie exchange, the Silver Sage Thanksgiving Dinner, our Live Nativity, and 

Christmas Caroling, plus Oktoberfest, a spaghetti dinner, Advent Tea and plenty of time for fellowship, learning 

and service projects for the community. I appreciate all that you have done and all that you do to make this such a 

special place to grow in faith. 

Realizing how much weôve accomplished this fall, has been fun and rewarding, but itôs also been a lot of work. So, 

I want to invite you all to take a ñJanuary Chillò which means, a sabbath. Take a rest in January. Weôll have 

worship and Bible studies, quilting and knitting, Godly Play and youth group, though some things are starting a 

little later in the month, but weôre not adding a whole bunch of new ñthingsò to the calendar. We want you to rest 

and renew. 

When God created the world, God knew the importance of resting. God knew it was so important to us that it 

became a commandment to honor the sabbath day and keep it holy. After the feeding of the 5000, Jesus 

withdrew to a quiet place to rest. When we are weary and heavy laden, Jesus says come to me, and I will give 

you rest. Taking a rest is Biblical. Please use January to ñchill outò and rest. 
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I will do some, too, but I also am looking forward to using the time to do some planning for the new year. There 
is a parent meeting scheduled for youth and parents on Sunday, January 12 after the 10:30 service. I would 
love to have everyone there to check-in and brainstorm for a new year. 

Again, thank you for everything you do. Thank you for the ministry you offer and the gifts you share. You are a 
blessing to one another and to the larger community. May God give you rest and peace in the ñJanuary Chill.ò 

Love, 

Pastor Kathy 

Youth Ministry 
Confirmation Class will resume on Tuesday, January 21 at 4:30pm. 

Youth and Parent Meeting will January 12 after the 10:30 service.  We have a few things to talk about and 
some plans to make, so please come and join us to share your input and reflections. 

The youth group is heading to Coconut Bowl on Sunday, January 26 after the 10:30 service.  Sign up with 
Pastor Kathy or on the sign-up sheet in the narthex.   

If you have any questions about youth activities, please donôt hesitate to contact Pastor Kathy. 

Bible Study 
Wednesday Bible Study resuming January 8. After Abraham was supposed to offer his son Isaac as a 

sacrifice (but God provided a lamb), Abraham came down from the mountain but Isaac didn't. Huh? What 

happened to Isaac? Come join us for a special 2-session look at this story - what happened before, during, 

and after this significant event? This is a self-contained unit within the regular Wednesday Bible Study, so feel 

free to join us for just this one topic if you'd like to give us a try. Then we proceed into the book of Joshua as 

part of our regular study as the Israelites are done with the desert, Moses has died, and Joshua leads them 

into the Promised Land. Contact Becky at 775-360-0553 or  beckyb485@gmail.com for more details. 

Z oom in f o rmat ion  t o  j o i n  r emot e ly.  h t t p s : / / u s 0 2 w e b . z o o m . u s / j / 8 9 6 3 3 0 0 9 0 9 8 ?

pwd=dUVaYVZaQ2hwUExQRVY5elBXbHJ4dz09 Meeting ID: 896 3300 9098 - Passcode: 050344.  

 

The Monday Zoom Bible Study with Pastor Kathy will resume on Monday, January 13 at 4pm.  Weôll be 

looking at the lessons for the upcoming Sunday.  Follow the link to join us! https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85131805610?

pwd=i0m8UFDU0HCyhDIGHvHBRhW0rKBT2a.1 

Meeting ID: 851 3180 5610 

Passcode: 235170 

 

The Chosen Viewing & Discussion 
The Chosen Viewing and Discussion will resume on Tuesday night, January 21 at 6:15pm.  We will start 
watching Season 4 and have discussion after each episode.  Come and join us!   

mailto:beckyb485@gmail.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89633009098?pwd=dUVaYVZaQ2hwUExQRVY5elBXbHJ4dz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89633009098?pwd=dUVaYVZaQ2hwUExQRVY5elBXbHJ4dz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85131805610?pwd=i0m8UFDU0HCyhDIGHvHBRhW0rKBT2a.1
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85131805610?pwd=i0m8UFDU0HCyhDIGHvHBRhW0rKBT2a.1




 

Dear Holy Cross Family, 

Happy New Year!! I am so thankful to be on this faith journey with my Holy Cross Family as we start 2025. 

December was a very busy month! We had our annual Live Nativity that touches so many neighbors. There is 

one story that I would like to share from that special weekend. A family came in early from the performance on 

Saturday night because it was so cold. The little one, just 3 years old, looked sad. This one appeared to want 

to dress up and be outside. As they came in, I asked the family if they wanted their child to dress as a 

character. This was met with delight. I asked, ñDo you want to be an angel, a shepherd or a king?ò After 

discussion, a shepherd it was. I was able to dress this little one up in our smallest shepherd costume, 

complete with the perfect sized staff. Pictures were taken of the smiling, little shepherd in front of the snow 

scene, then the shepherd was off to complete a craft at Eldoraôs table. The shepherd chose a wooden 

snowflake with two big stickers on it. One of course had to be Santa. During this time, Dad stopped me in the 

hallway and asked if he could tell me something. You see this family lost a baby this year. Their little one had 

been very sad. Dad told me that this was the happiest their child had been in a long time. Dad wanted to say 

thank you!! I just about lost it and had to smile through some tears. We at Holy Cross helped this tiniest 

shepherd and family find their Christmas Joy! Thank you to all the people who worked at this event, brought in 

crafts, or food. Your work means a lot to our neighbors. 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 

Katie Torry 

Council President 

 

 

 

 

 

Please mark your calendars for February 2, immediately following the 9:30 am service. It's important to note 

that there will be only one service on this date. To ensure a smooth and well-prepared gathering, we kindly 

request all committee and group leaders to submit their annual reports by January 22nd. Your timely 

contributions will play a crucial role in facilitating the preparation of the comprehensive annual report, reflecting 

the accomplishments and milestones of the past year. We look forward to your active participation in this 

important congregation-wide event. 
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Music Program 

Wow! The Christmas Eve gala at 4pm was spectacular! Our choir outdid themselves, and we were joined by 
singers and instrumentalists from UNR. If you were there in person, you were surrounded by the music and 
emotion of the service.  
 
So many people to thank: 
Thanks to our choir for all their hard work in preparation for this special event.  
Thanks to the kids who jingled their bells with enthusiasm during the final "Joy to the World" and added their joy.  
Thanks to Brittney and Becky for organizing and leading us in song. 
Thanks to Natalie for providing the wonderful feast for our musicians as well as provide outreach to our visiting 
musicians who filled up their to-go boxes and moved on to other gigs that evening. 
Thanks to Michael and Brittney for the beautiful service of reflection and communion at 630pm. 
Thanks to the congregation for your super support of our music program. 
And thanks to Pastor Kathy who gives us inspiration to us all through her dedication and service to our 
congregation, with so many creative ideas to inspire us in our worship. 
 
If you were not able to join us in person, the 4pm service is uploaded to our youtube channel: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9JwMOurBfb4 

Close Knit Friends 
Our sincere appreciation for the congregations' support to Close Knit Friends' blanket and jacket collection in 

December. Twenty jackets and forty-eight blankets (hand knitted/crochet, gently used or new) were delivered to 

the Women and Children's Center of the Sierra before Thanksgiving. The  2024 Year End summary is posted in 

the Fellowship Hall. We were able to deliver close to 1500 items to several local organizations helping 

individuals and families in need. Close Knit Friends will begin gathering at the church on the 2nd and 4th 

Mondays of the month starting Monday, January 13 at 1pm. Knitters and crocheters of any skill level are 

welcome to attend. We make hats, scarves, blankets, and shawls for AWAKEN, Marvel Way Complex and the 

Empowerment Center, Women Veterans Program at the VA, Ronald McDonald House, Women and Children's 

Center of the Sierra, Renown Hospital NeoNatal Unit (Octopus for Preemies), and Domestic Violence Resource 

Center. For more information contact Peggy Whitney at 775-622-0128. Donations of washable yarn and funds 

are welcome.  

https://youtu.be/9JwMOurBfb4


Childrenôs Christmas 
Program 2024 

Christmas Caroling 

Thank you to all who joined us for caroling this year! It 

was a smaller, but mighty group. We sang for two 

different areas at Volante Assisted Senior Living and at 

Silver Sage Senior Living. Many people sang along and 

we even had one resident from Silver Sage join our 

caroling group. We enjoyed a pizza dinner between the 

two venues and ended the evening with yummy cookies 

at Silver Sage. Please join us next year for caroling fun! 

A special thank you to Eric Gieseke who accompanied 

us on guitar. 


