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Dear Friends,

Webve been having a debate in my house, w
decorate? When can we watch the Christmas movies? When can we listen to Christmas mt
standard answer is the day after Thanksgiving, but this year, Thanksgiving was so late, so it
some confusion, especially among the kids. If it was up to my daughter, we would have had
the day after Halloween, but my son wants to make sure Thanksgiving gets its own recognitic
see both sides of the issue and didndot wa

| 6ve al ways appreciated that the church h
find | can get wrapped up in all of the n
reminder of Advent as a period of intentionally waiting for Jesus to come brings peace to my
my heart.

As a church, Advent is always a busy season as there are lots of things happening and offere
the church. We do a lot of giving as we share gifts with children in the community, baby quilt:
octopuses with children and families in the NICU, and more. We do a lot of socializing (and e
we gather for fellowship events like the Advent Tea, senior lunch, a youth swim day, and Chri
parties. We do a lot of community outreach as we host the Live Nativity and go out to Christr
This year, wedre adding a new event on We

have dinner, a Christmas story and create some special projects to enhance our season. (Yc
more about it later in the newsletter.)

While all of these events are fun and easy to invite people to, a highlight for me in Advent is ¢
wor ship. This year | 6m going to be preac
di fferent ways the |l ove of God comes to u
need as we wait and ready our hearts for the coming of Jesus.
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December 1. Love Comes Subtly

December 8: Love Comes Clearing a Way

December 15: Love Comes Calling for Actio
December 22: Love Comes Leaping with Joy (And Everyone Gets to Play)

December 24: Christmas Eve at 4pm andi@:30pme Comes é To Usé For

And foll owing Christmas, the celebration
December 290ne service of lessons and carols at 9:30

January BWe 6 | | celebrate Epiphany as we retu
|l know, itdés a | ot going on, and maybe it

shine the light of Christ to one another and to our community. So, come and join us, celebra
season, prepare your hearts as Love Comes to us again.

And just so you know, counci l has already
arend6t planning a | ot of extra church eve

May you all have a blessed Advent and Christmas season!
Love in Christ, Pastor Kathy
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Confirmation Classes are December 3 and December 17. Join us at 4:30 as we continue oL
di scussion of the Apostleds Creed.

All Youth, Children and Families are invited to jomintef@vam day on Friday, December 27.
Sign up to |l et us know i f you are coming
new Moana Springs Pool. Parents are required to attend with elementary school and young

Youth, be sure to have some fun with us on Wednesday nights, at Live Nativity, and Christm

Youth and Parents, save the date of January 12 as we will have a Youth and Parent Meeting
some plans for 2025!
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Thank you to all who supported our Cookie Exchange aGdadiiFditimie are grateful for your
support!

Thank you to all who participated in our annual Stewardship Sunday! Thank you for turning
estimate of giving cards and time and Talent Forms for 2025. If you did not get a chance to r
or still need one, they are still available at the church, and you can return them to the church
to Laurel Lindstrom, our financial Secretary.

A heatrtfelt thank you to everyone who volunteered their time and effort to decorate the churc
Christmas seagbyour work truly brightens our celebrations!
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CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PAGEANT
DECEMBER

- SUNDAY \ 15\ AT 10:30 AM

All Children Welcome!
Everyone has a part.

Rehearsal Saturday, December 14
10am-12pm
Parent’s are encouraged to stay.

Come & celebrate with us!

Holy Cross Lutheran Church
4895 S. McCarran Blvd.

Reno, NV 89502
775-827-4822 /holycrossreno.org
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By Pastor Kathy Morris

Mondays, December 2, 9, arit] iv@ will mee
on Zoom at 4pm and discuss the upcomin
Sundayods | essons.

13. Use the following link to connect with

Join Zoom Meeting

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85131805610?pwd=i0m8UFDUOHCyhDIGHVHBRhWOrKH

Meeting ID: 851 3180 5610
Passcode: 235170
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By Becky Bradley

Wednesday Bible Study finished Deuteron
just in time for our holiday break. We will b
resuming on January 8 so that you have t
opportunity to participate in other celebrati
and getogethers during these upcoming
weeks. Don't forget The Reason for the Se
son!
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By Becky Bradley

First of all, thank you to the congregation
supporting the Cookie Exchange, with
proceeds going to the music department.
allows us to purchase new music as well
hire additional musicians (singers and
orchestra) to make our musical offerings
more special. Thanks to Lani for advocati
for us on the Council and getting this
opportunity in place.

The music program is moving at warp sp¢
to prepare Christmas music and enhance
worship experience Christmas Eve. We
have our 4pm Gala of Lessons and Carol
with our HCLC choir augmented by additi
singers and instrumentalists. The 630pm
service will be more intimate and meditat
and includes communion. We look forwa
seeing you at oner both!
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https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85131805610?pwd=i0m8UFDU0HCyhDIGHvHBRhW0rKBT2a.1
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By Diane Torry

On Sunday, December 1 a special blessing will be part of our W,

Services. Fiftgix small quilts, fifegix crocheted octopi will be bless

and then given to the Renown Neo Natal Intensive Care Unit.

difficult time for the parents and family, as they see their little on&* =

hooked to tubes and machifiefe-giving but scary and institutione - .

with no touch of home. The Christmas quilts keep the preemie b

warm, fitting over their tiny bodies in the isolates. Close Knit Frig/ s

crocheted the octopus and ourtr

octopi and sewed them toget he

are used to distract the babies from pulling on their multiple lifeg

~

tubes. The little quilts and octopi, in a sterile Ailyhiting, machine

whooshing world, provide a sense of security and normalcy for the parents. The quilts &

P

go home with the babies when they are discharged.

Making these quilts and octopi is a special time for Holy Cross Quilters and Close Knit

11
T

When we were first asked, we dutadveayreedkorry

Now each year we | ook forward to startd.i

=

babies and families in our commumdéys we desi gn, cut, iron

blessed to be able to work together to bring comfort and joy to babies and&amiidde way

of sharing Christds | ove during the Chr
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By Peggy Whitney

We're making a list and checking it twice! No, not THAT liStogbeKnit Friendsst.! We wan
to make sure we thank everyone who donated blankets and jackets during November t
along with our hand knit/crochet hats, scarves,and blankets. The need was great but P

Kathy said you were a generous congregation. Thank You All! We will have a total cour

2024 donations to the local organizations soon. We wish you a very Merry Christmas a
joyous 2025. God Bless Allle wish everyone a Blessed Christmas Season!
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By Linda Schlosser
Thank you to the congregation for your generous donations for Pine Middle Schq

Smithridge Stem Academy. Together we collected $335 to purchase WinCo gift g
schools were very happy to receive these cards as it provides much needed helf

Our Angel Tree is up now through December 15. We will be supporting families f
Stem Academy. You will see requests for toys, clothing, books and gift cards. Ta
angel off the tree, write your name next to that number that corresponds with the
on the sheet attached to the tree. Return the wrapped present with the angel ge
the gift Sunday, December 15 no later than the beginning of second service.

Thank you for your continued support of these projects.
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By Linda Schlosser
A ; - \ 7
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Advent TeaDecember 8 from 2:00 to 4:0( .~ IS
This yeards theme : I\
Please join us for an afternoon of music =
fellowship, and, of course, tea and light HDYEHT T:H
refreshments. Sigmsheets are in the nar Dﬁcgfgﬁﬁﬁ;}i@% :
for table hostesses and attendees. Pleas ¢ SignUp | L
Linda Schlosser or Sandi Christman if y W

have any questions. The deadline to sigr

December 1.
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Join us for a joyous gathering as we embrace the
holiday spirit at the Senior Lunch Christmas Party.
We'll be hosting a White Elephant Gift Exchange. If

csﬂp?o your;d like to participate, bring a wrapped gift to join
in the merriment.
(42) Cans of Chil * ey B T *
156) Canned Vegetables B oy :
42)BoxesofCrackers [ | BN -
(43) Cansof Tuna ‘
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12/02 ASHTON MESEBER
12/02 NOELLE LENTZ
12/09 LINDA PUCKETT
12/09 HEATHER DREW
12/09 HELEN THOMPSON
12/13 ELDORA JOHNSON
12/15 NATALIE TEGIO
12/15 LAVREL LINDSTROM
12/11 REANA FERENCIK
12/19 VERALYN COMBS
12/22 BECKY BRADLY
12/22 LANAI STRAWN
12/25 KATHY mILLS
12/30 MICHELE SORGE

Good Shepherd is loc
at 357 Clay Sin Reno ne

Blue ChriStmaS Ser\/ice the corner of California

Arlington Avenues. Parki
Monday, Dec. 0 at 5:30pm available in the lot entf
from California Avenue o

A Liturgy of west side of the church ¢

\
| o I
Endings and Beginnings ‘:z’e\’ nearby streets.

Bring your grief. Bring your weariness. Uine: SERiEs Wl (o2 s
Bring your anxiety & fear, and allow yourself a ’ Shepherd Hall.
quiet space to reflect and draw near to God. Lutheran Church

of the Good Shepherc
_..\\\" . \\\‘_‘. i P '
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https://www.google.com/maps/search/357+Clay+St?entry=gmail&source=g
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By Lani Moss

Our 2nd annual Cookie Exchange was a hit ai
cookies that were provided were beautiful anc
Starting our holiday season netted about $65(
the music program. Thank you to all who done
cookies and purchased cookies!

This was our first mini craft fair, and there were su

many beautiful crafts: ornaments, rock painting, holiday headwear, stitched items, jewe
relishes, and cards and booklets. Thank you to the crafters who purchased tables and {
purchased items. We were able to raise more than $300.00 towards the Helping Hand
us know if you think we should do the craft fair again next year!
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By Lani Moss

Please join us for a fun aftern@&imristmas ANy
Carolin@ecember 21st. Meet at the chur G

dinner, and then carol at Silver Sage at 6
Please sign up so we know how much fo, |
have for dinnérwill probably be cool, so I\L‘ \
wear festive hats, scarves, and gloves!
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Join us for our Intergenerational
Wednesdays1 December 4th,
and 18th! These special evening
include devotions, craft time, and s
a Christmas carol, creating a mea
way for all ages to come togethe
celebrate the season.

x December 4tliRizza dinner

x December 11tiBring your own mee
x December 18totluck dinner
There are two signup sheets in the

Narthex. For more details, feel free
contact Pastor Kathy or Connie Bg




