
Mark Your Calendar 

As the calendar year turns to 
2018, I will have been with Holy 
Cross as Interim Pastor for a full 
year. I led worship and preached 
on Sunday, January 1, 2017 and 
will close this year by doing the 
same on Sunday, December 31. 
Hasn’t it been a good year at 
Holy Cross? Rejoice with me! 

I’m thankful for:  
• The 28 new members who have joined us 

this year—25 adults and 3 youth who 
confirmed the promises made at their 
baptisms. 

• The initiative so many people display to 
create a welcome environment in this place 
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1.8 (Mon) 

Council Meeting @ 5:30 pm 
 

1.2, 1.16 (Tue) 

Hooks & Needles @ 9:00 am 
 

1.17 (Wed) 

Senior Lunch @ 11:30 am 
 

1. 10, 1.24 (Wed) 

Women’s Bible/Book Study 

@ 3:00 pm 
 

1.3, 1.10, 1.17, 1.24, 1.31 (Wed) 

Bible Study@ 1:30 pm 
 

1.4, 1.18 (Thurs) 

Quilting @ 9:30 & 4:00 
 

1.28 (Sun) 

Annual Meeting  



•  Acts of witness, service, and community like the Quilters’ quilts to local 
agencies, Lutheran World Relief, and the Renown Neonatal Intensive 
Care Unit; the Hooks and Needles group distribution of afghans and 
other items;  

• Monthly Shared Harvest feeding ministry; and the Thanksgiving Meal 
with Silver Sage Manor.  

• Lively worship with engaging music throughout the year. 
• A congregation that is looking forward to the future and is open to new 

ways of being church, while also celebrating traditions like the Seder 
Dinner, Easter Sunrise Service, Holy Cross Church Anniversary, and the 
Live Nativity.  

 
At the first candlelight service on Christmas Eve, Council President Steve 
Tate presented me with a card and generous gift on behalf of the 
congregation. Thank you. Thank you for your kind words, your 
encouragement, your own investment of time and energy into building 
relationships and showing the love of God, and for the ways you seek to 
make your faith known. I look forward to continuing in service with you at 
Holy Cross. In thanksgiving for the congregation of Holy Cross, I made a 
gift to the ELCA Good Gifts program to provide for 50 meals at a soup 
kitchen. This is the same program through which Holy Cross members 
have purchased chicks to help families in developing areas be self-
sufficient.  Thanks be to God for this lively faith community at Holy Cross.  

  
 
 

Happy Work Anniversary to Holy 
Cross’ Administrative Assistant 
Dawn (Braudo) Sawyer.  
 

Dawn began work at Holy Cross 
January 6, 2015, so this month 
she will celebrate three full years 
of good work with us. Send Dawn 
at note at office@hclcreno.org to 
say thanks! 

Pastor’ Corner (cont’d) 



Holy Cross Annual Congregational Meeting Set for January 28 
On Sunday, January 28, we will have only one worship service at 9:00 a.m. so that the Annual 
Congregational Meeting may follow at 10:30 a.m. All formal church members as well as interested 
regular worshipers are encouraged to attend to be well-informed and for members to participate in 
decision-making. As a congregation, Holy Cross is led by its Council, which is its governing board 
responsible for the general oversight of the life and activities of the church. Authority to make certain 
decisions, such as approving an annual budget or electing members of the council, is vested with the 
congregation itself and voting takes place at this meeting.  
  

The governance practices of Holy Cross (HCLC) are described in its Constitution, which is based on 
the “Model Constitution” of the ELCA (Evangelical Lutheran Church in America), the denomination of 
which we are a part. From time to time, the HCLC Constitution needs to be updated in order to reflect 
changes to the Model Constitution. Changes to the HCLC Constitution can also be introduced by other 
means, such as amendments proposed through the council. Because a constitution is a foundational 
document for a congregation, changes are not made lightly and have a multi-step process to ensure 
deliberate consideration. At its May, 2017 meeting, the council voted to propose to the congregation 
some changes to the constitution. The most significant of these proposed changes addresses the 
length of time that a council member or council officer may serve before rotating off the council.  
Present Definition of Terms of Service and New Proposal: 
 

The present wording from Constitution section C11.03 regarding Council Officers and section C12.02 
regarding Council Members defines a term as two years with an officer or council member not eligible 
to serve more than two consecutive terms. (A council member or officer may return to the council for 
additional service after not actively serving for at least one year.) 
 

The amendment proposed by the council to the congregation was to remove the provision that limits 
service to two consecutive terms. Multi-step Approval Process: As a proposed change to the HCLC 
Constitution, the congregation was notified of this proposal in May. The congregation voted in the 
affirmative at a Congregational Meeting held July 16, 2017. The next step in the approval process 
(defined under “Amendments” in chapter 16 of the Constitution), is that the proposed change “be 
ratified without change at the next annual meeting by a two-thirds vote of those voting members 
present and voting” (C16.02). This ratification vote will take place at the January 28, 2018 
Congregational Meeting 
 

Because this proposed change to the HCLC Constitution can potentially have such an impact on 
leadership development and council membership, the council agreed at its December meeting to 
prepare a written communication to the congregation outlining pro and con positions of this proposed 
change and its potential impact. Please look for this communication regarding Council Term Limits via 
email no later than January 21.   
 
Specific business Items to be addressed at the Congregational Meeting include: 

• Approval of past Congregational Meeting  Minutes 
• 2017 Review 
• Pastoral Call Committee Update 
• Election of Members to HCLC's Church Council 
• Congregational Financial Information 
• 2016 Financial Review 
• 2017 Budget Review/Approval 
• Election of Representatives to Synod Assembly (June 1-3, 2018 in Sacramento) 
• Discuss/Vote on the three Proposed Amendments to the Constitution 
• Going Forward 2018 
• Questions from congregation members 
• Receipt of written Committee Reports 
 

If you’d like to more information about items to be discussed at the annual meeting, or about church 
governance in general, please make an appointment to meet with Pastor Scott, who prepared this 
article.  



Progressive Dinner 
 

A big thank you to the hosts of our progressive dinner this year, 
The Tates.  Everyone had a wonderful time celebrating the holidays.  
It is always a good time to enjoy the company of our church family 
outside the walls of church.  Thank you to all those who attended 
and provided goodies to eat and drink. 



 
Looking Forward in 2018 
Happy New Year to all.   As we begin 2018, we will have the opportunity to 
reflect on 2017 and look forward to the challenges/opportunities we will be facing 
in the coming year.  But we must take time out of our busy schedules to 
thankfully reflect on the opportunities God has provided us in 2017 while at the 
same time prayerfully consider where we are heading in the coming year.  
 

I believe our congregational vision: “Believe in one, affect many, welcome all” 
helps us realize who we are, where we were in 2017, and how we should go 
forward in the next twelve months.  We have seen the impact of this vision in 
how we have grown as a congregation in this past year as well as our impact on 
the local community through our outreach activities (Shared Harvest, Silver 
Sage, Ronald McDonald, etc.) 
 

As we move forward into the new year, we will continue to face new challenges 
and opportunities for our congregation. Our primary focus should be on the 
following:  1) calling a new pastor, 2) expanding our community of faith, and 3) 
increasing our outreach opportunities. As you think of these challenges/
opportunities, please continue to prayerfully reflect on what God has done for us 
this past year, and how he will be leading us in 2018.  
 
Annual Congregation Meeting 
As a reminder the upcoming annual congregation meeting will be January 28, 
2017 at 10:30 AM.  We  will have one service @ 9:00 AM that morning followed 
by coffee & snacks in Fellowship Hall. Please mark your calendar for this 
important meeting as we have a myriad of decisions to make for the church. 
Please see Pastor Scott’s article regarding the annual meeting. 
 
Council Membership 
As I indicated previously being a member of the church council is quite 
rewarding as well as exciting.  2018 will be quite challenging as we continue 
down the path of calling a new pastor.  We will need strong leadership in this 
period of transition. If you feel you can contribute as a member of the council, 
please contact a council member or Pastor Scott.  
 

As of this writing, four members of the Congregation have expressed interest 
and have been nominated to run for church council.  
 

Last month I shared with you some information on two of the candidates: John 
Farrell and Fran Moses.  This month I am providing  information on two other 
candidates: Kim Lintz and Warren Kline. 

Council News 



 
Kim Lintz, 
Kim Lintz was born in Roseville, California and after high school joined the 
United States Air Force where she served for 26 years. After retiring from the Air 
Force, she relocated to Reno and started attending Holy Cross Lutheran Church 
in 2009. As a member of HCLC, Kim served on the Church Council including as 
its president.  In addition, she has helped with Live Nativity, a  worship leader as 
a lector, a communication assistant, and as a supply/lay pastor. Lastly, Kim has 
represented HCLC at an annual Synod Assembly. 
 

Her educational background includes an A.S. in Criminal Justice, a B.S. in Social 
Psychology, and two Master’s degrees: Human Resources Development and 
Leadership and Management. 
 

Kim’s goal is to retire in 2018 from the Washoe County Sheriff’s Office where 
she has had responsibility of managing 40 personnel with a $3.5 annual budget  
 
Warren Kline 
 Another United States Air Force veteran, Warren was born in Allentown, PA 
where he was baptized Lutheran and attended St Mary’s Lutheran Church.  
During his  twenty-four year Air Force career, Warren worked in a specialized 
career field, Aerospace Physiology.  Because of the uniqueness of this field, 
Warren was stationed the majority of his career in San Antonio, Texas.  In 
addition to teaching flight aircrew members the potential problems that can incur 
in flight,  Warren worked with NASA on a myriad of flight related experiments. 
 

While living in San Antonio, Texas was quite active in Mount Olive Lutheran 
Church as Vice president and president of its church council as well as teaching 
a Bible class.  Another interesting fact about Warren’s background regarding the 
church is that after retiring from the Air Force, he and Cathy lived for a period of 
time in Albany, Georgia. In Albany, they were members of a Methodist church 
where they both taught Bible Class, and Warren was the president of its church 
council.  
 

Since joining HCLC, Warren and Cathy have been quite active in our church 
choir.  
 
Looking forward to a prosperous 2018 as we provide and increase opportunities 
to enrich the spiritual growth of our members of all ages.  
 
Steve Tate,  Council President  

Council News (cont’d) 



Ever Wonder about Hospice Care?  
 
Using an inter-disciplinary team approach, 
hospice provides patients and their families the 
support and comfort they need to live a fuller, 
more meaningful life as they face life-limiting 
illness. Come learn more at a workshop Holy 
Cross is hosting on Sunday, January 21 at 

4:00 p.m. with presenter the Reverend Ruth Hanusa, an ELCA pastor and a 
chaplain with St. Mary’s Hospice for 11 years. Topics will include:  
 

• The intent or purpose of hospice 
• Arranging for care 
• Services provided 
• Hospice team members 
• Benefits to patients and families 
• Your questions and comments 

 

We’ll be serving a Soup and Bread Potluck Supper to follow and invite you to 
sign up to bring something to share. You’re welcome to invite friends for this 
important presentation. Kindly RSVP at (775) 827-4822 or office@hclcreno.org 

Caregiver Support Resources 
As a community of faith, Holy Cross is a place of support for those 
experiencing a variety of challenges across the age spectrum. As a 
congregation with a large number of older adults, many among us 
have been a caregiver for a loved-one. The Community Foundation 
of Western Nevada¸ in partnership with the Sanford Center for 
Aging at the University of Nevada, has recently gathered a 
collection of resources for caregivers. These include the website 

washoecaregivers.org with links to community agencies and low and no-cost 
resources. There is a Caregivers Guidebook, available in print from the Community 
Foundation office or online at http://washoecaregivers.org/wp-content/
uploads/2017/08/Washoe-Caregivers-Guidebook.pdf or through the main website 
listed above.   
 

WashoeCaregivers.org allows you to search by entering specific keywords or broader 
categories, like “Aging and Disability Services Division” or “Veterans Resources” or 
“Mental Health and Emotional Support.” WashoeCaregivers.org also includes 
information about important documents you may need, answers to common caregiver 
questions, and a blog for people to share their caregiving experiences. Visit 
WashoeCaregivers.org for your one-stop-shop for caregiver and senior resources in 
the area. 



Service Committee 
 

The Service and Fellowship Committees would like to 
give a big thank you to the HCLC congregation for ALL 
of your support.  The recipients from the November and 
December Giving Tree (Pine Middle School, SmithRIdge 
Elementary School, Senior Santa and Holy Child 
Learning Center) were so thankful and appreciative of 
the gift cards and gifts that they received.  Thank you for 
making this happen.  It helped to make their holiday 
brighter. 

 

A big thank you to Betty and Steve Tate for hosting the Annual “Progressive Dinner” i.e., 
Appetizer/Wine and Dessert Party at their home and to Tom Martin and Joey GInnetti for 
providing music.  It was a lovely evening.   
 

Thanks to all who bought poinsettias.  They looked beautiful in the sanctuary!  Please 
remember to take yours home.   
 

Our Third Annual Advent Tea was a big success.  Thank you to all the ladies that hosted 
tables, provided music, helped with planning, set-up, clean-up, and food.  Thank you to Mike 
Marton and the other men who helped set-up the sound system and move the piano!  It was a 
wonderful afternoon and a great way to begin the Christmas Season.  
 

Our committee can’t say enough THANK YOUS to our congregation for all the support 
we receive throughout the year.  BUT, here is one more THANK You for all you do.  YOU 
make it happen. 

January Scripture Readings 

January 7th  

Genesis 1:1-5  

Psalm 29  

Acts 19:1-7  

Mark 1:4-11   

January 14th  

1 Samuel 3:1-10 [11-20]  

Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18  

1 Corinthians 6:12-20  

John 1:43-51    

January 21st 

Jonah 3:1-5, 10  

Psalm 62:5-12  

1 Corinthians 7:29-31  

Mark 1:14-20          

January 28th  

Deuteronomy 18:15-20  

Psalm 111  

1 Corinthians 8:1-13  

Mark 1:21-28       



Sr. Lunch group will 
be held 

on Wednesday, Jan. 
17th at 12:00 pm.  
Bring sack lunch. 

 
I would also like to add: 
Thanks to all of you who 

joined us for our Sr. Lunch 
Christmas Party and Pot 

Luck. We had a large 
response and a great time 

with the Elephant exchange 
and singing along with Joey 

and his accordion.  
Thanks, Eldora 

The Quilt Group meets on the first and third Thursday of each month, 
January 4 and 18 @9:30 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. 
Everyone is welcome to join our quilt group.  No quilting or sewing 
experience is required.  Although experienced quilters and seamstresses 
are also treasured.  During our quilt meetings we do a variety of things--
cutting fabric, sewing quilt tops, pressing the material, coordinating tops 
and backs and tying the quilts--something for everyone! 
 

Our Quilt Group makes and donates quilts to people in need in our 
community, around the world and members and friends of Holy Cross.  If 
you know of a congregation member or friend of the congregation that is 
in need of the hope and emotional warmth a quilt brings, speak with 
Pastor. 
 

During the year we display our completed quilts in the fellowship hall.  In 
the fall all the quilts we have completed during the year are blessed during 
a worship service and then given away to those in need.  Quilts bring hope 
and emotional warmth to those that receive them.  Each quilt is made with 
love and faith. 
 

Please join us for creative work, fun and fellowship. 

The Wednesday Bible study resumes 

on January 3, meeting at 1:30pm in the 

Fellowship Hall with a study on the Minor 

Prophets. This is a good time to join at the 

beginning of this study, although you are most 

welcome to join at any time. We want to have a 

study guide available for you if you are joining 

the group. Please contact Becky Bradley 

at beckyb485@gmail.com or 775-360-0553 for 

more information. 



 
Interested in Joining Holy Cross?  
 
Orientation Classes begin in January. Anyone may be active 
at Holy Cross without formally joining the church. You may 
wish to consider membership as a means of expressing your 
faith and your intent to join with us in worshiping regularly, 
seeking to live a Christian life, and being stewards of the gifts 
God has entrusted to us.   
 

• We will host a new membership class on Wednesday evenings 
January 31 and February 7. We will meet in the fellowship hall from 
6:00 – 8:00 p.m. starting with a soup supper.  

• New members will be welcomed in worship Sunday, February 11 
following the class completion. 

• Child care will be arranged as requested. 
• Class content includes opportunity to get to know others; learn about 

Lutheran values, beliefs, and history; and learn about ways to be 
involved and grow in faith at Holy Cross. 

 
For more info, please speak with member Diane Torry or Pastor Scott or email him at 
pastor@hclcreno.org If you know you’d like to participate, please email Pastor Scott.  

Introducing the Sawyer Family 
 

As many of you have noticed from my emails...I have  

a new last name, YAY!  I (we) couldn’t be happier :) 
 

I am so very blessed to have married Kevin (a kind hearted, 

Godly man) on November 22nd and gained a new daughter, 

Katie, in the process. We are looking forward to sharing our lives 

together. I would like to provide a quick update on the 

challenges we are/were facing in regard to Kevin’s health.  He 

was diagnosed with possible lymphoma in November.  The good 

news is that his PET scan came back as negative for masses.  

The did take a large chunk (11 stitches later) out of his back for 

further evaluation just before Christmas and we are waiting for 

those results.  I want to thank everyone for their continued 

prayers regarding these health issues. We are both HUGE 

believers in the power of prayer and we appreciate them more than you can imagine.  This congregation 

is a 2nd family to me in so many ways and I am truly thankful my path led me here 3 years ago. Thank 

you all for the well wishes and support over the past 3 years.   

Looking forward to the start of year four here at Holy Cross . 



~ NOTE ~ 
We will have 

only one 
service on 

January 28th at 
9:00 am with 
the Annual 

Meeting 
following 
services. 

Supporting our Holy Cross Youth 
 

Colin Caldwell, son of Rick and Lisa Caldwell, is a 
senior at Spanish Springs High School and plays on 
the Varsity Boys Basketball Team. Spanish Springs 

will be playing an away game vs. Reno High on 
Friday, January 19 at 7 p.m. Let’s go watch the 

Huskies host the Cougars. Let Pastor Scott know 
(email pastor@hclcreno.org) you’d like to attend 

and if you’d like to meet at church to travel 
together or at the game. Tickets are $6 and are 

discounted for students with ID.  

1/3 Betty Hobbs 

1/4 Deborah Goebel 

1/4 Grayson Nguyen 

1/4 Lance Combs 

1/6 Odell Guss 

1/7 Owen Schenk 

1/8 Stephanie Johnson 

1/10 Charlie Gevert 

1/11 Karleigh Ellison 

1/11 Jayne Ellison 

1/12 Nellie Namestka 

1/13 David Anderson 

1/18 Trish Riley 

1/19 Orlyn Schenk 

1/22 Laura Grady 

1/23 Anthony Sottolano 

1/23 Jolene Jaillet 

1/25 Kaylee Caldwell 

1/29 J.L. Christman 

1/30 Cathy Kline 



Live Nativity 
The live Nativity was a wonderful success, as usual.  Everyone involved and 

those who participated had a joyous time sharing the story of Jesus’ birth.  It 

was fun seeing little ones getting dressed up enjoying the interactive role-

playing.  Thank you to Paula Featherstone for heading the evening along 

with all her Elves who helped.  We truly have the BEST congregational family 

here at Holy Cross spreading God’s word for all to hear! 



Women’s Book & Bible Study 
  

The Women’s Book and Bible Study group will resume 
its regular schedule in January, meeting the second 
and fourth Wednesdays of the month.  Our next 
meeting will be Wednesday, January 10th at 3 pm in 
Fellowship Hall.  We will be discussing Chapter 4 of 
Calm My Anxious Heart, “Content with My Role.” 
 

We always welcome new members.  I have extra 
books, and each chapter is self-contained so that one 
can join the group at any time without having read 
the previous chapters. 
  

Kathy Doyle 

We are looking 

for a used 

treadmill in 

working condition 

for a fellow Holy 

Cross member 

the has been ordered by the doctor to get 

more exercise.  They don’t want to walk 

outside but have agreed to use a treadmill. 

Hopefully donated would be wonderful  or 

something reasonably priced. If you know of 

one collecting dust and needs a new home 

please let Chris or Tom Martin know as they 

will transport it for the member.  Thank you!! 

Coming Next Month: 
 

Ash Wednesday on 
February 14: 6 p.m. 
Soup Supper, with 
worship service to 

follow with  
imposition of ashes.  

 

Wednesdays, February 
21- March 21 Soup & 

Sacrament supper and 
worship continue 



Time & Talent forms 
Please fill out and drop off your time 
and talent form this week if possible so 
we can compile and add everyone who 
would like to help out at Holy Cross in 
one way or another.  We will be sending 
out new “worship helper” information 
in a separate email as we are working 
on new lists from the forms we have 
received.  Thank you for all you do for 
Holy Cross in your own way. 

Dawn will be 

finishing up 

year end giving 

statements 

which be sent 

out via mail by 

the Annual Meeting. She will also include 

a year end giving summary in February’s 

newsletter.  Thank you all for helping 

Holy Cross continue sharing God’s word 

with family and friends.  This is all 

possible due to your continued support 

and generosity over the years. 


